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One of the neglected principles of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah is the abandonment 
and avoidance of the people of bid‘ah (innovation) and ahwa (whims). This 
principle is not something invented by the neo-Murjiah Madkhaliyyah just as the 
principle of man lam yukaf tr al-kafir fa huwa kafir is not a principle invented by 
the ghulat Hazimiyyah. Both of these have been abused, hijacked, and misapplied 
but nonetheless are principles that must be implemented and applied correctly on 
those who deserve it. Imam Abu ‘Uthman Isma‘il ibn ‘Abdir-Rahman as-Sabuni said 
in his book Agidah as-Salaf wa Ashab al-Hadith: 


They follow the Salaf as-Salih, the leaders and the scholars of the Muslimin, and they 
cling to the firm din that they clung to and to the clear truth. And they hate the 
people of bid‘ah; those who innovated into the din what is not of it, and they do not 
love them or argue with them in affairs of din nor do they debate them, and they 
protect their ears from their falsehood. Because if it were to pass through the ears and 
reside in the heart it would be harmful and would lead to evil whispers and thoughts. 
And regarding this Allah revealed His statement, “And when you see those who 


engage in a false speech about Our ayat by mocking them, then stay away from them 
until they turn they change the topic.” 


Imam Yunus ibn ‘Ubayd saw a son of his come out from the house of an innovator, 
so he said to him, “O my son! Where have you come from?” He replied, “From so- 
and-so.” He said, “O my son! That I see you come out of the house of a shameless 
person is more beloved to me than I should see you come out of the house of so-and- 
so. That you meet Allah as a fornicator, thief, and treacherous person is more 
beloved to me than that you meet Him with the saying of the innovators.” 


Imam al-Barbahari said after mentioning this, “Do you not see that Yunus knew that 
this shameless person would not lead his son away from the din, whereas, the 
innovator will indeed misguide him until he causes him to disbelieve! Beware! 
Beware of the people of your time! Look to whom you sit with, hear from, and 
accompany, for it is as if the creation have apostatized except those of them whom 


Allah has protected!” 


Imam Ibrahim an-Nakha‘i said, “Do not sit with the people of ahwa, for verily their 
gatherings cause the light of iman to go from the hearts, and strip the beauty from 
the faces, and cause hatred to be inherited in the hearts of the believers.” 


Imam Sufyan ath-Thawri said, “Whoever lends his hearing to a person of innovation 
has gone out from the protection of Allah and is entrusted to himself.” 


Imam Abu Qilabah said, “Do not sit with the people of ahwa, and do not argue with 
them, for verily I do not feel safe that they will immerse you in their misguidance or 
confuse you in that which you already know.” 


And in the well known narration from Imam Malik when someone entered the 
masjid and asked him how is ar-Rahman established on His throne, he said, “The 
establishment is known (linguistically), and the way is incomprehensible, and belief 
in it is obligatory and asking about it is a bid‘ah and I suspect you to be a innovator.” 
So he then ordered for the man to be thrown out and banished. 


Imam al-Hasan al-Basri and Muhammad ibn Sirin used to say, “Do not sit with the 
people ahwa and do not argue with them and do not listen from them.” And Imam 
Muhammad ibn Sirin when he heard the speech of the people of innovation would 


thrust his fingers into his ears and say, “It is not permissible for me to speak to him 
until he stands up (and leaves) his place.” 


Imam al-‘Ajurri said in his book Manners of the ‘Ulama, “Because from the 
characteristics of the ‘alim al-“aqil is that he does not sit with the people of desires, 
and does not debate with them.” 


Imam al-Barbahari said, “Do not seek to invent a means of replying to the 
innovators, since you are ordered to face them with silence and not to open yourself 
up to them. Do you not know that Muhammad ibn Sirin, along with his excellence, 
did not reply to a certain innovator about a single question and would not even 
listen to him recite an ayah from the Book of Allah (‘azza wa jall). He was asked and 
he said, ‘I fear that he would twist it and that something of that would fall into my 
heart. 
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Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal mentioned in Usul as-Sunnah, “The abandonment of 
innovations, and every innovation is misguidance. The abandonment of 
controversies and the abandonment of sitting with the people of ahwa.” 


Imam as-Sabuni said, “And along with that, they were agreed upon subduing the 
people of bid‘ah by debasing them, degrading them, keeping them far away, being 
distant from them and from accompanying them, and living with them, and upon 
seeking nearness to Allah (subhanahu wa ta“ala) by avoiding and abandoning them.” 


Imam Abul-Jawza’ said, “For apes and pigs to live next door to me in a house is more 
beloved to me than there to live next door to me a man from the people of ahwa.” 


Imam an-Nawawi said in his book Al-Adhkar, “The chapter of declaring innocence 


from the people of innovation and sin.” 


It is narrated by ad-Darimi from Sulayman ibn Yasar that a man by the name of 
Subaygh arrived in Madinah and began to ask about the mutashabih (unclear ayat) 
of the Quran, so ‘Umar sent for him and he had prepared the date palm branches 
from him. ‘Umar said to him, “Who are you?” He replied, “I am Subaygh, the slave 
of Allah.” So ‘Umar took one of the branches and struck him with it till his head 
bled, then he left him till his head healed, and resumed striking him and again 
allowed him to become healed. Then he called for him to strike him again. So 
Subaygh said, “If you wish to kill me then kill me in a beautiful manner.” So he gave 


him permission to go back to his land, and wrote to Abu Musa al-“Ashari in Yemen 
saying, “None of the Muslimin are allowed to sit with him.” His son ‘Abdullah ibn 
‘Umar followed this methodology when someone came to him and said, “O Aba 
‘Abdir-Rahman! A group of people have emerged in our land. They read the Quran, 
and they seek the deep meanings... And they say that there is no qadar and that all 
affairs are recommenced.” He replied to them, “If you meet these people then 
inform them that I am innocent of them and that they are innocent of me, and by 
the One that ‘Abdullah ibn “Umar swears by, if one of them was granted a mountain 
of gold the size of Mount ‘Uhud, Allah would not accept it from him until he 
believes in qadar.” 


As for those who refuse to follow this principle and insist on inclining towards, 
speaking with, and laughing along side the people of bid‘ah from the ghulat 
Hazimiyyah or the multiples of neo-Murjiah, then know that he is from them. The 
Prophet of Allah (sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam) said, “The souls are [like] enlisted 
soldiers, so those that are familiar with one another will be inclined [towards each 
other].” Imam al-Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad said, “The souls are enlisted soldiers, so those that 
became familiar with one another (from before) will be inclined (towards each 
other), and those from amongst them that were opposed will differ, and it is not 
possible that a person of Sunnah can be inclined towards a person of innovation 
except due to nifaq.” 


Imam al-Awza‘i said, “Whoever hides from us his innovation, he cannot conceal 
from us his friends.” 


Imam al-A’mash said, “They used to not ask about a man after three: who he walked 
with, who he entered upon, and who his friends were.” 


Imam al-Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad said, “Whoever sits with a person of innovation, then 
beware of him and whoever sits with a person of innovation has not been given 
wisdom. I love that there was a fort of iron between me and a person of innovation. 
That I eat with a Jew and a Christian is more beloved to me than that I eat with a 


person of innovation.” 


And he said, “Whoever honors an innovator as assisted in the demolition of Islam.” 


Once one is aware who is from Ahlus-Sunnah and their signs and the signs of the 
people of bid‘ah, then, one can diagnose who is from whom, by the permission of 
Allah. The most obvious sign of Ahlus-Sunnah today is the calling towards and 
implementing the forgotten obligation: jihad and the shari‘ah. And from the signs of 
the people of bid‘ah today is his speaking ill of not just ibn Taymiyyah and 
Muhammad ibn ‘Abdil-Wahhab, but also men like Usamah ibn Ladin and Abu Bakr 
al-Baghdadi. Know, may Allah have mercy on you, that whoever speaks ill of them is 
not from the people of tawhid and the Sunnah. 


Imam al-Barbahari said, “It is not permitted for a man to say, ‘So and so is a person 
of the Sunnah,’ until he knows that he combines the characteristics of the Sunnah. It 
is not said of him, “A person of the Sunnah,’ until he combines all of the Sunnah.” 
Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah is manifested in reality today in the Islamic State across 
the world. It is the group that has accepted and acted upon all of the Book and the 
Sunnah, not neglecting or leaving off a portion, unlike the deviant groups. The 
Prophet (sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam) said, “My ummah is an ummah which carries 
out the commands of Allah; those who let them down or differ from them do not 
harm them and they will keep adhering to this path until the Day of Judgement.” 
And he (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said, “This din will not lose its establishment, as 
a group of Muslimin shall fight for it until the Hour is established.” And he 
(sallallahu “alayhi wa sallam) said, “A group of my ummah will continue victoriously 
adhering to the truth until the Last Hour begins.” And he (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa 
sallam) said, “A group of my ummah will continue fighting for the truth, and will 
prevail over those who oppose them, until the last of them will kill al-Masih ad- 
Dajjal.” 


Hafidh ibn Hajr said, “They do not have to all be in one city; they could be gathered 
in one land or dispersed across the world. They may be gathered in one city or ina 
part of it. It is possible that one group may exist, then disappear, then be replaced by 
another group, and so on, until the Day of Judgement, when all will disappear except 
for one group in one city, who will disappear when the breeze decreed by Allah 


comes.” 


This is clear and sufficient for one who has a sound heart. And we end by saying that 
all praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of creation. 


